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Notes on Arabic Terminolo gy 


Qur’an = The last book of Allah & book sent to 
Muhammad &, through Jibraee| 
I< i Glorified and Sublime be He (Allah) Hadith - Saying or action of Muhammad &, pl. 
a . Ahadith. 
Ke May Allah bless him ang 
plage it lille - Y abl Surah - Chapter of the Qur’an. 
peace. 
Roe ae. acti Sunnah - Tradition, actions or sayings of 
Al Blaze ~ Peace and salutations be upon him, Muhammad @. 
Alalade - Peace be upon him. Shari’ah- The code of law derived from the 
Qur’an and from the teachings and 
Alaigde - Peace be upon her. example of Muhammad 
walltesic = Peace be upon them (two). Khalifah - Representative of / 
fr7 Sul-n 
y a) May Allah be pleased witi him. 
r- $5 0~ eo 
Weal a May Allah be pleased with her. 
Rorise oe 
Redile > May Allah be pleased with them (two 


Preface 


Praise be to Allah &. We praise and seek His help, 
forgiveness and guidance. We seek refuge with Allah 4, 
from the evil of our own selves and from our evil deeds. 
Whomsoever Allah & guides, no one can lead him astray, 


and whomsoever he leads astray no one can guide him. | 
bare witness that there is none worthy of worship besides 
Allah & and that Muhammad > is His last and final 


messenger. 


It is essential on every Muslim man, woman and child to leam 
as much knowledge as they can about the history of Islam. 
Allah & through his infinite mercy made this easy for us, 


through the Qur’an. 


One aspect about the history of Islam is the lives and stories of 
the Prophets of Allah 4. The Qur’an sheds light on many of 
their stories, also the Ahadith of Prophet Muhammad > sheds 
light on many incidents that occurred many thousands of years 
ago. 


The overall aim of this book is to inspire all Muslims to learn 
more about the history of the Prophets sent by Allah & to 
mankind. 


I finally pray to Allah & that he accepts and rewards my 
humble efforts and make this a means of success in both this 
world and the hereafter and that He forgive me for any mistakes 
I may have made. 


Zahran Ibn Ashraf Ali Burondke 
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INTRODUCTION 


Allah & says in the Qur'an: 
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“And all that We relate to you (Muhammad #) of the 
news of the Messengers is in order that We may make 
strong and firm your heart thereby. And in this (chapter 
of the Quran) has come to you the truth, as well as an 


admonition and a reminder for the believers.” 
(Hud: 120) 


The Qur’an, along with its many commands and interesting theories, 
also mentions stories; stories of the Prophets, Messengers and the 
people that came before the Prophet Muhammad >. It also sheds 
light on a few incidents that took place during the era of the 

Prophet Muhammad ¢}. 


The Qur’an mentions the stories of Prophets and Messengers such 
as Adam #, Nuh #', Musa @8, Ibrahim &, Isa &2, Yusuf sa, 
Yunus #8, Yaqub #8, Zakariya x and many more. 


1 The scholars of the past have said it is better to say @# for the Prophets whom 
have been categorised as the ‘Ulul-azm’, they are five: Nuh, |brahim @®, Musa 
®, |sa 2 and Muhammad # (he has a special praise, which is only for him). 
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Praise be to Allah &. We praise and seek His help, 
forgiveness and guidance. We seek refuge with Allah & 
from the evil of our own selves and from our evil deeds. 
Whomsoever Allah & guides, no one can lead him astray, 


and whomsoever he leads astray no one can guide him. | 
bare witness that there is none worthy of worship besides 
Allah & and that Muhammad 2: is His last and final 


messenger. 


It is essential on every Muslim man, woman and child to leam 
as much knowledge as they can about the history of Islam. 
Allah & through his infinite mercy made this easy for us, 


through the Qur’an. 


One aspect about the history of Islam is the lives and stories of 
the Prophets of Allah &. The Qur’an sheds light on many of 
their stories, also the Ahadith of Prophet Muhammad > sheds 
light on many incidents that occurred many thousands of years 
ago. 


The overall aim of this book is to inspire all Muslims to learn 
more about the history of the Prophets sent by Allah &, to 


mankind. 
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humble efforts and make this a means of success in both this 
world and the hereafter and that He forgive me for any mistakes 
I may have made. 
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“And all that We relate to you (Muhammad >) of the 
news of the Messengers is in order that We may make 
strong and firm your heart thereby. And in this {chapter 
of the Quran) has come to you the truth, as well as an 
admonition and a reminder for the believers.” 


The Qur’an, along with its many commands and interesting thee 
also mentions stories; stories of the Prophets, Messengers and the 
people that came before the Prophet Muhammad #». It also shed 
light on a few incidents that took place during the era of the 
Prophet Muhammad #. 


The Qur’an mentions the stories of Prophets and Messengers such 
as Adam x, Nuh a Musa &%, Ibrahim &8, Isa &8, Yusuf 3&8, 


Yunus #8, Yaqub &, Zakariya & and many more. 


* The scholars of the past have said it is better to say @® for the Prophets whom 
have been categorised as the ‘Ulul-azm’, they are five: Nuhe, |brahim @&, Musa 
#2, Isa & and Muhammad & (he has a special praise, which is only for him). 
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Six chapters of the Qur’an are Named after sory of 


This is because the chapter either Partly narrates 4 
Prophet, or the entire chapter is dedicate 


Prophet x2. 


cr , 
CNanpters are ac fall, 
The chapte > dFe aS FOO 
bw 
pra al Vieni re 
. Su ena wEruS 
. woh -=1t3..-] 
ans Su a G “UG 
ir =~ : - 
tt ice ee 
3. uUran al-Yusut 
’ Srerok - ~_Ar2hire 
“Te ~UulG ort 
= om ’ : 
cCror ar j - 
* Jo c cS a - 


d to that 6 


bar 


if 


[jler 


pS iii 


Six chapters of the Qur’an are named after some of these Prophets 
This is because the chapter either partly narrates the story of tha, 
Prophet, or the entire chapter is dedicated to that specific 


Prophet #2. 


17. Dawood && (mentioned by name 16 times) 
18. Sulaiman x& (mentioned by name 17 times) 
19. Ilyas & (mentioned by name 2 times) 

20. Al-Yasa x (mentioned by name 2 times) 
21. Yunus & (mentioned by name 4 times) 


The chapters are as follows: 2 
22. Zakariya x (mentioned by name 7 times) 


1. Surah al-Yunus 23. Yahya & (mentioned by name 5 times) 

2. Surah al-Hud 24. Isa &@ (mentioned by name 25 times) 

3. Surah al-Yusuf 25. Muhammad #& (mentioned 4 times as Muhammad and once 
4, Surah al-lbrahim as Ahmed). 

5. Surah an-Nuh 

6. Surah Muhammad 


Before the Qur’an was revealed, the truth of the majority of these 
A total of 25 Prophets #2 have been mentioned in the Quran, stories about the Prophets #2 had been changed. The Jews and 
Christians subtracted major parts of these stories and added their 
own words into them. For example, the Jews had the habit of 
| . degrading many of the Prophets sent to mankind. They claim ? 


__ whose names are: 


1. Adam & (mentioned by name 25 times) : 
; : certain Prophet drank alcohol and then committed fornication wit 
2. Idrees% (mentioned by name 2 times) ) ee: ee 
: ; his own daughters. About another, they say that his eyes once fel! 
3. Nuh i (mentioned by name 43 times) upon a beautiful woman and when he made inquiries about her, he 
4. Hud # (mentioned by name 7 times) was informed that she was married to a commander in one of his 
5. Saleh & (mentioned by name 26 times) armies. So the Prophet sent that commander to battles repeatedly 
6. Ibrahim €2 (mentioned by name 73 times) until he was eventually killed. Then he married the late commanders 
7. Lut x (mentioned by name 27 times) sant oe el Prophet, they claim that he started 
8. Ismaeel z (mentioned by name 12 times) wors ipping | ols after he married a pretty idol worshipper. Beare 
0 Ich db the claims that have been made against these great Prophets, which 
Is-haaq x (mentioned by name 17 times) Allah & Himself chose for the guidance of mankind, are blasphemy. 
10. Yagub & (mentioned by name 16 times) The Christians on the other hand, over glorified the Prophet Isa & 
I]. Yusuf x2mentioned by name 27 times) to the extent that they called him the “son of God.” 


12. Ayyub mentioned by name 4 times) 

13. Shuaib mentioned by name 11 times) 
14. Musa & (mentioned by name 136 times) 
15. Haroon 2mentioned by name 20 times) 
16. Dhul-Kifl 2 mentioned by name 2 times) 3 
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lf it was not for the Qur’an and the Sunnah we would have never 
known the truth about the Prophets of Allah &, due to the fact that 


their stories were lost through either degrading or over glorifying 


them. 


In this book we will take a look at the story of our father Adam « ) 
brings together one of the most interesting stories that inform us 

about how time began. Before we begin about the life of Adam a 
let us take a glimpse at what the world was like before his creation, 


The Qur'an tells us that Allah & created the heavens and the earth 


in six days. 
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“Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and 


the earth in Six Days, and then He Istawa (rose over) the 
Throne (really ina manner that suits His Majesty).” 


We do not know the timescale of the creation of the universe in 
detail (i.e. after the heavens and the earth were created did Allah 
& place animals in the earth or did they come after Adam was 
put on earth). The Qur'an and Hadith do not expound on the 
sequence of creation that came along in the beginning of time. 


However, we can try to learn about the way the earth formed and 
which species of animals were present that now are extinct today 
through the work carried out by scientists like astronomers, 
geologists, biologists, and paleontologists. 


We should never accept any conclusions derived by scientists and 
historians that contradict the clear and undisputable texts of the 


* Al-A’raf:54 


Quran and Sunnah. Nevertheless, we cannot refute scientific claims 
based on our own opinions and subjective interpretations of the 
sacred texts. In the absence of clear textual evidence to the 

contrary, scientific claims stand or fall on their own merits. 


For example, dinosaurs; they are not mentioned in the Qur’an and 
Sunnah. In fact, most animals, even those living today, are not 
mentioned in those sources. However, this does not mean that 
those animals do not exist. The Qur’an and Sunnah are not 
exclusively for scientific enquiries or to answer questions on the 
history of nature. The issue of the existence of dinosaurs and other 
matters of nature’s history are questions that belong in the field of 
science. The fossil evidence is vast that these animals once existed. 


The Qur’an has nothing to say on the matter of dinosaurs one way 
or the other, except, of course, that everything in creation past or 
present was created by Allah & in whatever manner He wished to 


create it. 


Allah knows best. 
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Throne (really ina manner that suits His Majesty).” 
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sequence of creation that came along in the beginning of time. 


However, we can try to learn about the way the earth formed and 
which species of animals were present that now are extinct today 
through the work carried out by scientists like astronomers, 
geologists, biologists, and paleontologists. 


We should never accept any conclusions derived by scientists and 
historians that contradict the clear and undisputable texts of the 
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Quran and Sunnah. Nevertheless, we cannot refute scientific claims 
based on our own opinions and subjective interpretations of the 
sacred texts. In the absence of clear textual evidence to the 

contrary, scientific claims stand or fall on their own merits. 


For example, dinosaurs; they are not mentioned in the Qur’an and 
Sunnah. In fact, most animals, even those living today, are not 
mentioned in those sources. However, this does not mean that 
those animals do not exist. The Qur’an and Sunnah are not 
exclusively for scientific enquiries or to answer questions on the 
history of nature. The issue of the existence of dinosaurs and other 
matters of nature’s history are questions that belong in the field of 
science. The fossil evidence is vast that these animals once existed. 


The Qur’an has nothing to say on the matter of dinosaurs one way 
or the other, except, of course, that everything in creation past or 
present was created by Allah & in whatever manner He wished to 


create it. 


Allah knows best. 


Adam =: in the Qur’an 


There are various aayaat that have been repeated in the Holy 
Qur'an. The aayaat are of two types: 

1. Repetition of historical stories. 

2. Repetition of the Aayaat which mention some very specia| 


realities. 


As for the ‘Repetition of historical stories’, they are to show and 
remind people of the laws that preceded them or to emphasize op; 
certain part of a story that has been mentioned before. For 
example, the story of Adam 2 has been mentioned in several pans 
of the Qur'an, this is to remind the reader of a specific point which 
Allah & wants to lay out, be that He is telling mankind nothing 
evades him and that He is All-Knowing (past, present or future) or 
like on numerous occasions He wants to keep reminding us of how 
much of an open enemy /bl/ees is. 


Moreover, as for the ‘Repetition of the aayaat which mention some 
very special realities’, they are to encourage mankind to either act 
upon or stay away from certain aspects in life. For example, Allah4 
constantly reminds mankind of the vastness of His mercy; there 
upon asking them to ask for forgiveness from their sins. On the 
other hand, He forbids mankind from associating partners with Him 


and how severe His punishment is for the people who do not repent 


from their sins. 


We have to remember that the Qur’an was revealed over a period 
of 23 years, so Allah & was constantly reminding mankind of the 
things which were beneficial or harmful for them. 


The story of Adam *& occurs five times in different parts of the 
Quran, where he is mentioned by name. 
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The first time Allah & mentions the story of Adam #& He mentions 


how He knows everything, especially future events. In these verses, 
Allah & conveys His knowledge of the unseen, particularly to the 
angels. Finally, Allah & mentions what disobedience to Him can lead 
to, as we will see the outcome in the verses when Adam s& is 


disobedient to Allah &. 
Allah & says: 
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Adam x in the Qur’an 


There are various aayaat that have been repeated in the Holy 
Qur’an. The aayaat are of two types: 
1. Repetition of historical stories. 
2. Repetition of the Aayaat which mention some very special 
realities. 


As for the ‘Repetition of historical stories’, they are to show and 
remind people of the laws that preceded them or to emphasize on; 
certain part of a story that has been mentioned before. For 
example, the story of Adam #2 has been mentioned in several part 
of the Qur’an, this is to remind the reader of a specific point which 
Allah , wants to lay out, be that He is telling mankind nothing 
evades him and that He is All-Knowing (past, present or future) or 

_ like on numerous occasions He wants to keep reminding us of how 
much of an open enemy /biees is. 


Moreover, as for the ‘Repetition of the aayaat which mention som 
very special realities’, they are to encourage mankind to either act 
upon or stay away from certain aspects in life. For example, Allahs 
constantly reminds mankind of the vastness of His mercy; there 
upon asking them to ask for forgiveness from their sins. On the 
other hand, He forbids mankind from associating partners with Him 


and how severe His punishment is for the people who do not reper! 


from their sins. 


We have to remember that the Qur’an was revealed over a period 
of 23 years, so Allah & was constantly reminding mankind of the 
things which were beneficial or harmful for them. 


The story of Adam x& occurs five times in different parts of the 
Quran, where he is mentioned by name. 
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The first time Allah & mentions the story of Adam #2 He mentions 
how He knows everything, especially future events. In these verses, 
Allah & conveys His knowledge of the unseen, particularly to the 
angels. Finally, Allah & mentions what disobedience to Him can lead 
to, as we will see the outcome in the verses when Adam 32 is 
disobedient to Allah &. 


Allah & says: 


I} ety 


Seta 8 Lasse 35 Sig be NI SE gill 90 


“39 - 


JS gas 


5 Solo fo jalgud Wear ! 


3 Jel 3 asssleb Ay Jl SIs eden 


is Lk os Sees 8 © 


“e237 


eaOl) etar Gives ae O79 ad A 49 


S$ —— 


on Ree aS 


oloull pal eles {30}Sgalsi Y ls let 3) JE 
load gist JIS KHL UE yd c 3 wb 
gle ¥ ilo ight (BN gate exs o) Sea 
B2}o Sol pdlall Gry Shy § aN 

eatsi ins 5 


- 


Ly 


a eee Mee 92 * pailowls eatal @ST U Jt 
slo! ut olet S| f Ji 


° igs 


di oh yi) Jo ocd esl bdo Sse) tf 


cel 


Se 3) : Us, {34}5, PaO Gu 38s Suh 
Vg ytd Cus lad) is NF dias deo} ¢ ej 
laalsts (35) ab ¢ Oo 65538 & Jeary A Li 
Ls, : 43 OS La eet ie jy 
25 § Ss © P9NE yan KAS) lo Re 
4) 08 ae = as J! aa a 


4S -—a“- ~/ 


{38} isin 
It is He who created for you all that is on earth. He then 
Istawa (rose over) towards the heaven and made them 
seven heavens and He is the All-Knower of everything 
_ And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: 
~ "Verily, lam going to place (mankind) generations after 
~ generations on earth.” They said: "Will You place therein 
those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, 
while we glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted be 
You above all that they associate with You as partners) 
and sanctify You.” He (Allah &,) said: "J know that which 
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you do not know.” And He taught Adam all the names (of 
everything), then He showed them to the angels and 
said, “Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful.” 

They (angels) said: "Glory be to You, we have no 
knowledge except what you have taught us. Verily, it is 
You, the All-Knower, the All-Wise.” He said: "O Adam! 
Inform them of their names,” and when he had informed 
them of their names, He said: “Did / not tell you that I 
know the Ghaib (unseen) in the heavens and the earth, 
and I know what you reveal and what you have been 
concealing?” And (remember) when We said to the 
angels: “Prostrate yourselves before Adam.” And they 
prostrated except /blees (Satan), he refused and was 
proud and was one of the disbelievers (disobedient to 
Allah&). And We said: "O Adam! Dwell you and your wife 
in the Paradise and eat both of you freely with pleasure 
and delight of things therein as wherever you will, but 
come not near this tree or you both will be of the Zalimun 
(wrong-doers)." Then the Shaitan (Satan) made them 
slip there from (the Paradise), and got them out from 
that in which they were. We said: "Get you down, all, 
with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be a 
dwelling place for you and an enjoyment for a time." 
Then Adam received from his Lord words. And his Lord 
pardoned him (accepted his repentance). Verily, He is 
the One who forgives (accepts repentance), the Most 
Merciful. We said: "Get down all of you from this place 
(the Paradise). Then whenever there comes to you 


. 


Guidance from Me, and whoever follows My Guidance 
there shall be no fear on them, nor shall they grieve.” 


The next four times in which Adam & story is mentioned, Allah é 
indicates to us how much of an open enemy /biees is to humanity 
and he will stop at nothing to misguide us, the very same way he 

misguided our parents (Adam and Hawwa ®&) and got them throw, 

out of paradise. 


Firstly, in Surah Al A’raf Allah & says: 
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And surely, We created you (your father Adam *) ay 
then gave you shape (the noble shape of a human 
being), then We told the angels, "Prostrate to Adam," 
and they prostrated, except Iblees (Satan), he refuseq;, 
be of those who prostrate. (Allah &) said: "What 
prevented you (Iblees) that you did not prostrate, when| 
commanded you?" Iblees said: "] am better than him 
(Adam #2); You created me from fire, and him You 
created from clay.” (Allah &) said: "(Iblees) get down 
from this (Paradise); it is not for you to be arrogant her. 
Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced 
(Iblees) said: “Allow me respite till the Day they are 
raised up (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)." (Allah &) said: 
“You are of those allowed respite.” (Iblees) said: 
“Because You have sent me astray, surely | will sit in wait 
against them (human beings) on Your Straight Path , the 
I will come to them from before them and behind them, 
from their right and from their left, and You will not find 


most of them as thankful ones (i.e. they will not be dutifil 


to You).” (Allah 4) said (to Iblees) “Get out from this 
(Paradise) disgraced and expelled. Whoever of them 
(mankind) will follow you, then surely I will fill Hell with 


"you all." (Allah & said to Adam 2) “O Adam! Dwell yoi 


and your wife in Paradise, and eat thereof as you both 

wish, but approach not this tree otherwise you both wil 

be of the Zalimun (unjust and wrong-doers)." Then 

Shaitan (Satan) whispered suggestions to them bothin 

order to uncover that which was hidden from them of 
12 


their private parts (before); he said: "Your Lord did not 
forbid you this tree save you should become angels or 
become of the immortals." And he (Shaitan) swore by 
Allah to them both (saying): “Verily, 1 am one of the 
sincere well-wishers for you both.” So he misled them 
with deception. Then when they tasted of the tree, that 
which was hidden from them of their shame (private 
parts) became manifest to them and they began to stick 
together the leaves of Paradise over themselves (in 
order to cover their shame). And their Lord called out 
to them (saying): “Did I not forbid you that tree and tell 
you: Verily, Shaitan (Satan) is an open enemy unto you?" 
They said: “Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You 
forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we 
shall certainly be of the losers." (Allah &,) said: “Get 
down, one of you an enemy to the other (i.e. Adam &, 
Hawwa &, and Shaitan). On earth will be a dwelling- 
place for you and an enjoyment- for a time." He said: 
"Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and 
from it you shall be brought out (i.e. resurrected)." * 


Secondly, in Surah Al /sraa Allah &, says: 
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And surely, We created you (your father Adam &) and 
then gave you shape (the noble shape of a human 
being), then We told the angels, “Prostrate to Adam," 
and they prostrated, except Iblees (Satan), he refused, 
be of those who prostrate. (Allah &) said: “What 
prevented you (Iblees) that you did not prostrate, when| 
commanded you?" Iblees said: "] am better than him 
(Adam #3); You created me from fire, and him You 
created from clay.” (Allah &,) said: "(Iblees) get down 
from this (Paradise); it is not for you to be arrogant her 
Get out, for you are of those humiliated and disgraced" 
(Iblees) said: “Allow me respite till the Day they are 
raised up (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)." (Allah &) said 
"You are of those allowed respite.” (Iblees) said: 
"Because You have sent me astray, surely I will sit in wai 


against them (human beings) on Your Straight Path ,the 


I will come to them from before them and behind them, 
from their right and from their left, and You will not find 


most of them as thankful ones (i.e. they will not be dutifil 


to You).” (Allah #) said (to Iblees) “Get out from this 
(Paradise) disgraced and expelled. Whoever of them 
(mankind) will follow you, then surely I will fill Hell with 
you all.” (Allah & said to Adam #2) “O Adam! Dwell you 
and your wife in Paradise, and eat thereof as you both 
wish, but approach not this tree otherwise you both wil 
be of the Zalimun (unjust and wrong -doers)." Then 
Shaitan (Satan) whispered suggestions to them both 


order to uncover that which was hidden from themof 
12 


their private parts (before); he said: “Your Lord did not 
forbid you this tree save you should become angels or 
become of the immortals." And he (Shaitan) swore by 
Allah to them both (saying): “Verily, 1 am one of the 
sincere well-wishers for you both.” So he misled them 
with deception. Then when they tasted of the tree, that 
which was hidden from them of their shame (private 
parts) became manifest to them and they began to stick 
together the leaves of Paradise over themselves (in 
order to cover their shame). And their Lord called out 
to them (saying): “Did I not forbid you that tree and tell 
you: Verily, Shaitan (Satan) is an open enemy unto you?" 
They said: “Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You 
forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we 
shall certainly be of the losers." (Allah &,) said: "Get 
down, one of you an enemy to the other (i.e. Adam &, 
Hawwa &., and Shaitan). On earth will be a dwelling- 
place for you and an enjoyment- for a time.” He said: 
"Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and 
from it you shall be brought out (i.e. resurrected)."* 


Secondly, in Surah Al Israa Allah & says: 
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And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostray 
unto Adam.” They prostrated except Iblees (Satan). He 
said: “Shall I prostrate to one whom You created from 
clay?” (Iblees) said: “See? This one whom You have 
honoured above me, if You give me respite (keep me 
alive) to the Day of Resurrection, I will surely seize and 
mislead his offspring (by sending them astray) all buta 
few!" (Allah &) said: “Go, and whosoever of them follows 
you, surely! Hell will be the recompense of you (all) an 
ample recompense,” 


Thirdly, in Surah Al Kahf Allah & says: 
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And (remember) when We said to the angels; "Prostrate 


to Adam.” So they prostrated except Iblees (Satan). He 
was one of the jinns; he disobeyed the Command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblees) and his offspring 
as protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are 
enemies to you? What an evil is the exchange for the 
Zalimun (polytheists, and wrong-doers, etc).’ 


Lastly, in Surah Taha Allah &, says: 
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And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrg 
unto Adam." They prostrated except Iblees (Satan). He 
said: “ShallI prostrate to one whom You created from 
clay?" (Iblees) said: “See? This one whom You have 
honoured above me, if You give me respite (keep me 
alive) to the Day of Resurrection, I will surely seize and 
mislead his offspring (by sending them astray) all buta 
few! (Allah &) said: "Go, and whosoever of them follo 
you, surely! Hell will be the recompense of you (all) an 
ample recompense.” 


Thirdly, in Surah A/ Kahf Allah & says: 
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And (remember) when We said to the angels; "Prostrate 
to Adam. So they prostrated except Iblees (Satan). He 
was one of the jinns; he disobeyed the Command of his 
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblees) and his offspring 
as protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are 
enemies to you? What an evil is the exchange for the 
Zalimun (polytheists, and wrong-doers, etc).’ 


Lastly, in Surah Taha Allah & says: 
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And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostry, 
yourselves to Adam.” They prostrated (all) except Ibleeg 
who refused. Then We said: "O Adam! Verily, this is an 
enemy to you and to your wife. So let him not get you 
both out of Paradise, so that you may be distressed in 
misery. Verily, you have (a promise from Us) that you wij 
never be hungry therein nor naked. And you (will) suffer 
not from thirst therein nor from the sun's heat.” Then 
Shaitan (Satan) whispered to him, saying: "O Adam! 
Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom 
that will never waste away?” Then they both ate of the 
tree, and so their private parts appeared to them, and 
they began to stick on themselves the leaves from 
Paradise for their covering. Thus did Adam disobey his 
Lord, so he went astray. Then his Lord chose him, and 
turned to him with forgiveness, and gave him guidance. 
(Allah &) said: “Get you down (from the Paradise to the 
earth), both of you, together, some of you are an enemy to 
some others. Then if there comes to you guidance from 
Me, then whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go 
astray, nor fall into distress and misery.” 


Taha: 116-123 
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THE BEGINNING 
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“And (remember) when your Lord said to the angel: 
Verily, 1am going to place (mankind) gen 0 
generations on earth." They said: “Will You place 
those who will make mischief therein and shed bi! 
while we glorify You with praises and th 

You above all that they associate wit! 

and sanctify You.” He (Allah &) said: ‘ 

you do not know." 


Before the human race was created the jinns used to | 

inhabit the earth. The jinns are one of the many creations of 

Allah &, they are created from smokeless fire and due to this they 

happen to get angry very quickly, live very long lives and are a very 
powerful creation. Allah 4 gave these powers to them as a test. If 
they oppress others with them, then they will be held accountable. 
By knowing their powers, we can often make sense of much of the 
mysteries which go on around us. One of the powers of the Jinn is 
that they are able to take on any physical form they like. Thus, they 
can appear as humans, animals, trees or anything else. 
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And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostry, 


yourselves to Adam." They prostrated (all) except Ibleq, 
who refused. Then We said: “O Adam! Verily, this is an 
enemy to you and to your wife. So let him not get you 
both out of Paradise, so that you may be distressed in 
misery. Verily, you have (a promise from Us) that you wii 
never be hungry therein nor naked. And you (will) suffer 
not from thirst therein nor from the sun's heat.” Then 
Shaitan (Satan) whispered to him, saying: "O Adam! 
Shall I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom 
that will never waste away?” Then they both ate of the 
tree, and so their private parts appeared to them, and 
they began to stick on themselves the leaves from 
Paradise for their covering. Thus did Adam disobey his 
Lord, so he went astray. Then his Lord chose him, and 
turned to him with forgiveness, and gave him guidance 
(Allah %) said: “Get you down (from the Paradise to the 
earth), both of you, together, some of you are an enemy to 
some others. Then if there comes to you guidance from 
Me, then whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go 
astray, nor fall into distress and misery.” 


Taha: 116-123 
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“And (remember) when your Lord said to the an; 
‘Verily, lam going to place (mankind) gen 
generations on earth.” They said: “V| 

those who will make mischief therein ¢ 

while we glorify You with praises and t 

You above all that they associate wit! 

and sanctify You.” He (Allah &,) said 

you do not know." 


Before the human race was created the jinns used to live 

inhabit the earth. The jinns are one of the many creations of 

Allah &, they are created from smokeless fire and due to this they 
happen to get angry very quickly, live very long lives and are a very 
powerful creation. Allah & gave these powers to them as a test. If 
they oppress others with them, then they will be held accountable. 
By knowing their powers, we can often make sense of much of the 
mysteries which go on around us. One of the powers of the Jinn is 
that they are able to take on any physical form they like. Thus, they 
can appear as humans, animals, trees or anything else. 
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On the Day of Judgment, Allah & will judge the jinns the same Way THE CREATION O F ADAM $2). 


He will judge the humans. Those jinns who did not heed Allah & 
commandments will be thrown into the hellfire. Whereas, the one, 


who obeyed Allah will be rewarded with Paradise; residing on th 
; Se ce ol SU) A JE Ys 


outskirts of it. The jinns will be visible to the people of Paradise ; 

however the latter will be invisible. > Oe decal Seg oes l 

The jinns, also like human beings, had messengers that came to 

them with a divine law from Allah &. They are a very obstinate sol cere Q9}juuet. a) ss : as P39) 
Se aee 

creation (the majority of them); they disobeyed the commandments {30}; i; 1< 

of Allah and also killed the Messengers that were sent to them. Goze ( 8 

Amongst these jinns there was one whose name was /blees, he "7 

g oa And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: 


from the obedient jinns and had gained a lofty status in front of 
Allah 4, to the extent that he was allowed to stay in the company 


of the angels. 


am going to create a man (Adam x) from dried 
(sounding) clay of altered mud. So, when I have fashioned 
him completely and breathed into him (Adam *&.) the 


Allah & finally decided that it was a time to put an end to the soul which I created for him, then fall (you) down 
corruption the jinn’s had caused. He ordered the angels to descend prostrating yourselves unto him.” So, the angels 
down to the earth and fight them. /b/ees also took up side with the prostrated themselves, all of them together. 
angels. A big battle broke out in which majority of the jinns were  TALMiir: 99.2033 
killed; only a few survived who carried on the progeny of jinns. The HL Sa aa 
eco cornllah & victorious. Before Allah & had started to create man, He & asked fo 

Jibraeel &&, and sent him to the earth, ordering him to retri 
When Allah & decided to create mankind, He informed the angels eee ennthere Helwas about to get the clay, when the ez 
that He was going to place a successor on earth. The angels, not cried out and said, “/ seek refuge in Allah &, from your decreasing 
knowing the future, asked Allah :“Will You place therein those my quantity or disfiguring me.” So Jibraeel v2 returned to Allah & 
who will make mischief therein and shed blood?” They only said this emptyhanded and told Allah & what the earth had complained 


because they had seen what the jinns had done on the earth when 
Allah & had placed them there. 


about. 


Allah & then sent for Mikhaeel x, and gave him the same 
instructions as He gave Jibraeel x, but when he went, the earth 
said the same to him as it had said to former. So Mikhaeel *& also 
returned empty handed. 
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On the Day of Judgment, Allah & will judge the jinns the same way 
He will judge the humans. Those jinns who did not heed Allah & 
commandments will be thrown into the hellfire. Whereas, the one; 
who obeyed Allah will be rewarded with Paradise; residing on the 
outskirts of it. The jinns will be visible to the people of Paradise 
however the latter will be invisible. 


The jinns, also like human beings, had messengers that came to 
them with a divine law from Allah &,. They are a very obstinate 
creation (the majority of them); they disobeyed the commandment 
of Allah and also killed the Messengers that were sent to them. 
Amongst these jinns there was one whose name was /blees, he was 
from the obedient jinns and had gained a lofty status in front of 
Allah &, to the extent that he was allowed to stay in the company 


of the angels. 


Allah & finally decided that it was a time to put an end to the 
corruption the jinn’s had caused. He ordered the angels to descend 
down to the earth and fight them. /b/ees also took up side with the 
angels. A big battle broke out in which majority of the jinns were 
killed; only a few survived who egied on the progeny of jinns. The 
angels hence, returned to Allah & victorious. 


When Allah & decided to create mankind, He informed the angels 
that He was going to place a successor on earth. The angels, not 
knowing the future, asked Allah &:“W/é// You place therein those 
who will make mischief therein and shed blood ?” They only said this 
because they had seen what the jinns had done on the earth when 
Allah 2, had placed them there. 
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And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: “/ 
am going to create a man (Adam =.) from dried 
(sounding) clay of altered mud. So, when I have fashioned 
him completely and breathed into him (Adam 3) the 

soul which I created for him, then fall (you) down 
prostrating yourselves unto him.” So, the an ees 
prostrated themselves, all of them togethe 


(Al-Hiir: 28-26} 
Before Allah &, had started to create man, He & asked fo 
jibraeel #2, and sent him to the earth, ordering him to rs 
some clay from there. He was about to get the clay, when 
cried out and said, “/ seek refuge in Allah & from your decreasing 
my quantity or disfiguring me.” So Jibraeel » 
empty handed and told Allah 4, what the earth had complained 
about. 


mreturned to Allah 


Allah & then sent for Mikhaeel =, and gave him the same 
instructions as He gave Jibraeel x4, but when he went, the earth 
said the same to him as it had said to former. So Mikhaeel x also 
returned empty handed. 
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Then Allah & sent for the Angel of Death and gave him the same 
task. Upon his arrival on earth, the earth complained to him in the 
Same manner as it complained to his former two companions, but 
he said, “/ also seek refuge with Allah &, from returning to Him 
without carrying out his orders!” 


The Angel of Death carried out the order of Allah & by gathering 
clay from different parts of the earth. For this reason the children of | 
Adam 8 have been created according to the configuration of the 
land, therefore we have black, white, red and yellow people. We 
also have different people with different personalities. The Angel of | 
Death then mixed the clays of the earth and brought it back to 
Allah &. 


Allah % then took the clay and soaked it until it became sticky. He 
& then addressed the angels saying: “/ am going to create a man 
(Adam #3) from sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. So, 
when | have fashioned him completely and breathed into him (Adam 
#4) the soul which | created for him, then fall (you) down prostrating 
yourselves unto him." | 


Allah & then created Adam #8; He created him in the best of shape 
with an amazing height of sixty cubits (feet) and !eft him to dry for 


forty years. In this time /blees happened to pass by the structure of | 


Adam &3, upon passing it he kicked and spat at it and heard a 
hollow sound coming from inside the structure, he then proclaimed: 
“Indeed insaan (human) is weak, and that if | am greater than 
Adam &, I will destroy him and if Adam &. is greater than me, | 
will never obey him.” The flames of jealousy had just lit up. 


* Al-Hijr:28-30 
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When the time drew near to breathe the spirit into Adam * Allah 
%& commanded the angels “When / breathe my spirit into him 
prostrate before him!” 


Allah & breathed his spirit into Adam *&, when it reached his head 
he sneezed, the angels said: “Say, Alhamdulillah”, Adam 

repeated the words. 

Allah & said to Adam ®&: “Your Lord has granted you mercy.” 

When the spirit reached the eyes, Adam & saw the fruits of Jannah 
(paradise), when it reached the abdomen he felt the appetite for 
food, he moved towards the fruits in a hurry, even before the spirit 
could reach his legs. Allah 4, seeing all this, hence proclaimed: 
“Man is created of haste”', this is why today us humans are very 
hasty in our daily matters and we tend to want answers and results 
without going through any sort of test. Allah & through his infinite 
grace and mercy along with the hasty behavior also granted humai 
the ability to be patient, He 4 has mentioned in the Quran: 


“Patience is most fitting...” 


Also many Ahadith have been illustrated regarding patience for 
example: 


1. Anas #& relates having heard the Prophet Muhammad # 
saying: “Allah &, says: ‘If | afflict my servant with his two 


* Al-Anbiya:37 
2 
Yusuf:18 
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beloved organs — meaning his eyes — and he resorts to 
patience, | will reward him with paradise.’”’ 

2. Abu Hurairah & relates that a man said to the Prophet 
Muhammad #>: “Advise me,” Prophet Muhammad & saig. 
“Do not become angry” (i.e. have patience). The man 
repeated his request several times, and the Prophet 
Muhammad # gave him the same reply.” 

3. Anas # relates that the Prophet Muhammad & said: “One 
of you should not hope to die for a calamity that has befalley 
him. However, if one feels pressed by life as to do that, he 
should pray by saying: ‘O Allah, keep me alive as long as life 
is good for me; and let me die if death is better for me.” 


The outcome of being patient will always — by the will of Allah &- 
be positive. Yaqub x had to wait a period of 40 years till he was 
reunited with his son Yusuf 2. Ayub & went through atest from 
Allah & for 7 years in which he lost his wealth, children and friends 
but never once did he complain. The Prophet Muhammad & along 
with his companions suffered the pangs of hunger for 3 consecutive 
years and in the aftermath he & lost his Uncle Abu Talib and most 
beloved wife Khadijah Gai). Allah & 
trial or tribulation he or she cannot face, Allah & 


E, will never put a person ina 
says in the Quran 


Games | 32%, ft 


‘Allah does not burden a soul beyond his scope...” 


* Riyadh us Saliheen 34 
; Riyadh us Saliheen 48 
: Riyadh us Saliheen 40 
* Al-Baqarah:286 
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Anas & said: “The Prophet Muhammad ¢ passed by a woman 
weeping at a grave, he &> said: ‘Fear Allah and be patient.’ Not 
knowing who he was, the woman replied: ‘Leave me alone, you have 
not been afflicted like | have.’ She was later told that he was the 
Prophete>. She came to his door and found no guards or porters. 

She said: ‘/ did not know you.’ He & 


the first shock of distress.’”' 


» Said: ‘Patience should come at 


When the soul was fully breathed into Adam &, Allah & ordered 
him to go to the company of the angels. 


Abu Hurairah & narrated that the Prophet Muhammad & said: 


“Allah created Adam 8 in His image, and he was sixty cubits tall. 


When Allah 2 created him He said, ‘Go and greet that group of 
angels who are sitting and listen to how they greet you, for that will 
be your greeting and the greeting of your descendents.’ So he said, 
‘Al-salaamu ‘alaykum (peace be upon you},’ and the angels said, ‘Al- 
salaamu ‘alayka wa rahmat-Allaah (Peace be upon you and the 


mercy of Allah 4&).’ So they added (the words) ‘wa rahmat-Allaah.’ 
Everyone who enters Paradise will be in the form of Adam *, but 
mankind continued to decrease in height unti! now 
Allah & finally commanded the angels to prostrate themselves to 
Adam #3; they all obeyed except Iblees. 


Itis important to note, that when a messenger came to a nation 
with a new Shariah law than that of the previous messenger, some 
laws would remain the same, some would be abolished and some 
absolutely new laws would be brought in. Likewise, the ruling 
regarding prostrating to a human being in the earlier Shariah laws 
Was that it was permissible, but this was only done out of respect 


; Riyadh us Saliheen 31 
* Bukhari & Muslim 
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and not as a sign of worship to the person being prostrated at, j, 


the Shari‘ah of Muhammad 2 this act was abolished and no longe, 


would hold any meaning, if a person was to carry out this act noy, 
he will be regarded as a sinner. 


24 


BANISHIMENT OF IBLEES 


= 


or vy 
Ss a er “- 0 


dio > Gf JE * * KS y0l 3! fous Si dais le JE 

ge bal JB {12} ob 4 eal 5 piaerreeee 
Sacer eit 

Jb (1a}osine O92 J! J pba Jb (13} 5. Lal 


pd Suss it Ei lo 8 JE | IS}o2 Bill jo Li 
eel ge 0 pais oS (16) aaj Bin 


VQ 


\ Vs j 7 A 43 fe a) C ie : } 
a5 Jy => ” F--_ Oe, Ny - ° | os Z \ s VAI 
‘Mey 9 “coe 

o> Lo logyasvs Laie eo! ie L- Bre Us oL 


eam O ey .9l 9 


{18} nse0> >| eis OS 2 SL Maes 25 cya) os 


(Allah &) said: “What prevented you (0 Iblees) that you 
did not prostrate youself, when I com 7 u? 
Iblees said: “I am better than him 
me from fire, and him You created from cle (Allah 4) 
said: “(0 Iblees) get down from this (Paradise) 

for you to be arrogant here. Get out, for yat 

humiliated and disgraced." (Iblees) said: “Allow me 
respite till the Day they are raised up [i.e. the Day o; 
Resurrection).” (Allah &,) said: "You are of those 
respited.” (Iblees) said: “Because You have sent m 
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the Shari'ah of Muhammad > this act was abolished and no longe, 
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(Allah &,) said: “What prevented you (0 Iblees) that you 
did not prostrate youself, when I commanded you?" 
Iblees said: "J am better than him (Adam); ' ou created 
me from fire, and him You created from clay." (Allah &) 
said; “(O Iblees) get down from this (Par« ); itt 
for you to be arrogant here. Get out, for you are of thos 


humiliated and disgraced." (Iblees) said: “Allow me 
respite till the Day they are raised up (i.e. the Day of 
Resurrection).” (Allah 4) said: “You are of those 
respited.  (Iblees) said: "Because You have sent m 
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astray, surely I will sit in wait against them (human The arrogance in the reply angered Allah & so much, that He was 

beings) on Your Straight Path. not ready to have /blees in front of Him anymore and thus 

Then I will come to them from before them and behind commanded him, “(Allah &,) said: "(O Iblees) get down from this 

them, from their right and from their left, and You will (Paradise), it is not for you to be arrogant here. Get out, for you are 
i al 


not find most of them as thankful ones (i.e. they will not of those humiliated and disgraced. 


be dutiful to You).” (Allah &) said (to Iblees) “Get out 
: ; [blees seeing that he had achieved nothing but the anger of Allah 
from this (Paradise) disgraced and expelled. Whoever of , ee 
h anil foil h o IL Fll Hell | and that there was no way out for him (because he believed in the 
: ae (man oh ) wi fo ow you, then surely | will fill Hel | Day of Judgment he knew his final abode was going to be the 
with you all. | hellfire). He quickly turned to Allah & and said: “Allow me respite till 
(Al-A’raf: 12-18) | the Day they are raised up (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)." Allah 
said: “You are allowed respite.” 


lblees was jealous of Adam *& from the very beginning. That is why | 


he kicked and spat at his sculpture when it was left to dry. Itwas | Qngaining his respite /blees said: "Because You have sent me astray, 
very clear that he was not going to obey the command of Allah & surely | will sit in wait against them (human beings) on Your Straight 

| Path. Then! will come to them from before them and behind them, 
The question now rises, why was /blees so jealous of Adam 2? | from their right and from their left and You will not find most of 


them as thankful ones." 


Iblees always thought that one day Allah 4 would eventually send 


another messenger to earth for the jinns and that Allah & would When /blees responded to Allah & he mentioned four of the six 

choose him. But when Allah & used the word ‘khalifa,’ /blees knew directions — left, right back and front — he did not mention two; — up 

that he would never be a messenger or rule on the earth. He also and down — that is why when we wa populated places or places 
where fitna will easily get to us, the Qur’an advices us to lower our 


realized that Adam & and his progeny would be given preference 
over him. 


gazes. Allah 2, says in the Qur’an: 
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Allah & saw that /blees did not prostrate to Adam &. and, in not +a yLasl (js 
doing so, he directly disobeyed His command. Allah 2, asked /blees lore 
as to why he did not obey his command to prostrating to Adam & 
Out of arrogance and pride /b/ees replied, "/ am better than him 
(Adam x); You created me from fire, and him You created from 


Tell the believing men to lower their gazes...” 


ul 
clay. Al-A’raf:12-13 
Al-A’raf:14-15 
i Al-A’raf:16-17 
Al-A’raf:12 : An-Nur:30 


26 27 


fear Allah&: 


|. Bearin mind the fact that Allah & is watching you; He see, 
you and is with you wherever you go. It may be a secretive 
glance of which your closest neighbour is unaware, but Allah 
& knows of it. Allah & says: “Allah knows the fraud of the 
eyes, and all that the hearts conceal.”’ 

2. Seek the help of Allah, asking Him and calling upon Him. 
Allah & says: “And your Lord said: Invoke Me [i.e. believe in 
will respond to your (invocation).”~ 

3. You should know that every blessing you enjoy comes from 
Allah #, and requires that you should give thanks for it. Part 
of being grateful for the blessing of sight means that you 
should protect it, by not looking at that which Allah & has 
forbidden. Is there any reward for a good deed, other than 
good? Allah & says: “And whatever of blessings and good 
things you have, it is from Allah.” ° 

4 Strive with yourself and train yourself to lower i gaze and 


be patient in doing so, and never give up. Allah 2 says: “As 
for those who strive hard i p Us (Our Cause), We will surely 
guide them to Our paths.” 


The Prophet Muhammad # said: “Whoever seeks to be 
chaste, Allah & will make ar chaste, and whoever seeks to 
be independent of means, Allah & will make him 
independent of means and whoever strives to be patient, 
Allah & will make him patient...” 


* Ghafir:19 
? Ghafir:60 
? An-Nahl:53 

* Al-Ankabut:69 
3 Al-Bukhari 


28 


The following are a few steps on how one can control their gaze »,, 


My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism) and ask Me for anything|| 


5 Avoid places where a person feels he will be exposed to the 
temptation of looking, such as going to market places or 
shopping malls, or sitting idle in the street. The Prophet 
Muhammad # said: “Beware of sitting in the street.” They 
Said: “We have no alternative; that is where we sit and ta 
He & said: “If you insist on sitting there, then give the 
its rights.” They said: “What are the rights of the street 
Saidé: “Lowering the gaze and refraining from causing 


offence... 


wl 


May Allah & give us all the ability to lower our gaze and fear Him 
all times. 


Allah 2 thus banished Iblees, and he has the curse of Allah & on 
him till the Day of Judgment. Those who follow /blees and his ways 
and do not repent for their sins will! also follow him to the hellfire. 


Itis compulsory on all mankind to rs najor o 


minor. Because on the Day of Judgme 3 ot take even the 
slightest of blame for the sins he tempt: do. He will instead 
turn it back on us and say, “It is your fau! u listened to me, 
even though the Messengers of Allal ad brought clear proof to 
you. So today because you have the anger of Allah & on your side, 
donot blame me for something you did, | only tempted you but you 
are the one who carried out the act. Allah 48 says in the Qur'an 


regarding this: 


: Al-Bukhari & Muslim 


The following are a few steps on how one can control their gaze... | 5. Avoid places where a person feels he will be exposed to the 
temptation of looking, such as going to market places or 
shopping malls, or sitting idle in the street. The Prophet 
Muhammad # said: “Beware of sitting in the street.” They 
said: ‘We have no alternative; that is where we sit and talk.” 
He # said: “/f you insist on sitting there, then give the street 
its rights.” They said: “What are the rights of the street?” He 
Saids: “Lowering the gaze and refraining from causing 


fear Allah: | 


|, Bearin mind the fact that Allah & is watching you; He see, 
you and is with you wherever you go. It may be a secretive 
glance of which your closest neighbour is unaware, but Alla} 
& knows of it. Allah & says: “Allah knows the fraud of the 
eyes, and all that the hearts conceal.” 
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2. Seek the help of Allah, asking Him and calling upon Him. offence... 
Allah & says: “And your Lord said: Invoke Me [i.e. believe in 
My Oneness (islamic Monotheism) and ask Me for anything May Allah & give us all the ability to lower our gaze and fear Him a 
will respond to your (invocation).”~ all times. 
3. You should know that every blessing you enjoy comes from | 
Allah 2s, and requires that you should give thanks for it. Pat | Allah & thus banished Iblees, and he has the curse of Allah & on 
of being grateful for the blessing of sight means that you | him till the Day of Judgment. Those who follow /blees and his ways 
should protect it, by not looking at that which Allah & has . and do not repent for their sins will also follow him to the hellfire. 
forbidden. Is there any reward for a good deed, other than | 
good? Allah & says: “And whatever of blessingsandgood |  |tiscompulsory on all mankind to repen m their sins major or 
things you have, it is from Allah.” * | minor. Because on the Day of Judgme 225 will not take even the 
4" Strive with yourself and train yourself to lower your gaze and | __ slightest of blame for the sins he temr do. He will instead 
be patient in doing so, and never give up. Allah & says: “As |  turnit back on us and say, “It is your fat ed to me, 
for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will surely ' even though the Messengers of Allah roof to 
guide them to Our paths. ai ' you. So today because you have the anger « yn your side, 
The Prophet Muhammad < said: “Whoever seeks to be | do not blame me for something you did, | only tempted you but you 
chaste, Allah & will make him chaste, and whoever seeksto | arethe one who carried out the act. Allah & says in the Qur’an 
be independent of means, Allah &, will make him | regarding this: 
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independent of means and whoever strives to be patient, | 
Allah & will make him patient...”° | 
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And Shaitan (Satan) will say Ben the matter has hea 
decided: ‘Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth. 
And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. I had no 
authority over you except that I called you and you 
responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves 


I cannot help you, nor can you help me. I deny your 
former act in associating me (Satan) as a partner with 
“Verily, 


Allah (by obeying me in the life of the worl 
there is a painful torment for the Zalimun (polytheists 
and wrong-doers, etc.)." ' 


Ibrahim:22 
30 


yeW BEGINNINGS 


allah Teaches Adam «a 
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he names of everything. Then 
He showed them to the angels and said: “Tell Me the 
names of these, if you are truthful." They (angels) said: 
"Glory be to You; we have no knowledge except what You 
have taught us. Verily, it is You who is the Knowing, the 
Wise.“ He &, said: "O Adam, inform them of their names,” 
and when he had informed them of their names, He said: 
"Did | not tell you that | know the unseen of the heavens 
and the earth? And | know what you reveal and what you 
have concealed." 


And He & taught Adam 


(Al-Bagarah: 31-33 
31 


Joes Mis & OY eueiils eSises a | aN 
ae (Be ae ‘ oie <§ a ane De 4 

os a p74 Gi le eel oe 
ol US 0 daa i le SS Je Py 
oul lie og) Spall 


And Shaitan (Satan) will say when the matter has been 
decided: Verily, Allah promised you a promise of truth. 
And I too promised you, but I betrayed you. | had no 
authority over you except that I called you and you 
responded to me. So blame me not, but blame yourselves 


I cannot help you, nor can you help me. I deny your 
former act in associating me (Satan) as a purtner with 
Allah (by obeying me in the life of the world).” Verily, 


there is a painful torment for the Zalimun (polytheists 
and wrong-doers, etc.)." ' 


: Ibrahim:22 
30 


NEW BEGINNINGS 


Allah Teaches Adam 
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And He & taught Adam “& the names of everything. Then 
He showed them to the angels and said: "Tell Me the 
names of these, if you are en " They (angels) said: 
‘Glory be to You; we have no knowledge except what You 
have taught us. Verily, it is You who is the Knowing, the 
Wise.” He 2, said: "O Adam, inform them of their names, 
and when he had informed them of their names, He said 
"Did | not tell you that | know the unseen of the heavens | 
and the earth? And | know what you reveal and what yog 
have concealed." 
(Al-Bagarah: 31-3: 
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In the aftermath of the events with /blees, Allah &, started to teacp 
Adam #2 the names of all things — living and non-living, he also 
made him differentiate between colours, shapes and sizes. All this 
was done so that Allah 4 could show the angels that He alone 
knows the unseen and that their knowledge is limited to that which 
Allah & has given them. 

After learning the names of all the things, Adam * was brought in 
front of the angels, there Allah & asked the angels to start naminga 
few things that were in front of them. Due to their limited 
knowledge Allah #, had granted them, they said: “Exalted are You; 
we have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, itis 
You who is the Knowing, the Wise. "’ 


Allah & then turned to Adam #8 and asked him to name the same 
things that the angels were told to name. Without any difficulty he 
Started naming all the items that were brought in front of him. This 
amazed the angels and they were shocked at how much Adam & 
knew and learnt in such short time. They also saw that his noblest 
quality was his thirst for knowledge. Allah & then turned to them 
and said: “Did / not tell you that | know the unseen of the heavens 
and the earth? And | know what you reveal and what you have 
concealed," 


Adam & knowledge was not only limited to religious issues, but 
rather he was also given the knowledge that would help him and his 
offspring inhabit the earth as he had knowledge of both the creator 
and the creation. 


ee 
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The Creation of Hawwa 2. 
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And “And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, 
and eat thereof as you both wish...” 


Adam & Was spending a lot of his time in the company of the 
angels, but the angels could not entertain him all the time, du 

their duties assigned to them by Allah When the angels were o 
duty Adam = was left alone and this eventually led to loneliness 
He longed for a companion. 


One day Adam & woke up and found that he was not alone. He wa 
accompanied by a woman who sat beside his head. Adam & asked 
her: “Who are you?” She replied: “A woman!” He then asked: “For 
what purpose are you created for?” To which she replied: “So you 


could find comfort in me.” 


The angels, who were watching them, asked Adam 2: “What is her 
name?” To which Adam x& replied: “She is Hawwa &2.” So they 
asked again: “Why Hawwa %&.?” He *& replied: “Because she was 
created from something living.” 


Allah & created Hawwa & from the shortest rib on the left hand 
side of Adam #2, whilst he was asleep. 


Men should ponder upon the creation of Hawwa &&. She was 
created from the most upper part of rib, this part happens to be 


crooked and it cannot be straightened, if one tries to straighten the 
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In the aftermath of the events with /blees, Allah 2, started to teach 
Adam & the names of all things — living and non-living, he also 
made him differentiate between colours, shapes and sizes. All this 
was done so that Allah & could show the angels that He alone 
knows the unseen and that their knowledge is limited to that which 
Allah & has given them. 

After learning the names of all the things, Adam * was brought in 
front of the angels, there Allah & asked the angels to start naminga 
few things that were in front of them. Due to their limited 
knowledge Allah & had granted them, they said: “Exalted are You; 
we have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, itis 
You who is the Knowing, the Wise.“ 


Allah & then turned to Adam = and asked him to name the same 
things that the angels were told to name. Without any difficulty he 
Started naming all the items that were brought in front of him. This 
amazed the angels and they were shocked at how much Adam # 
knew and learnt in such short time. They also saw that his noblest 
quality was his thirst for knowledge. Allah & then turned to them 
and said: “Did | not tell you that | know the unseen of the heavens 
and the earth? And | know what you reveal and what you have 
concealed." 


Adam & knowledge was not only limited to religious issues, but 
rather he was also given the knowledge that would help him and his 
offspring inhabit the earth as he had knowledge of both the creator 
and the creation. 
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And “And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Parad! 
and eat thereof as you both wish...” 


Adam 2 was spending a lot of his time in the compan 
angels, but the angels could not entertain him all the time 

their duties assigned to them by Allah Nhen the angels were c 
duty Adam #& was left alone and this eventually led to loneliness 
He longed for a companion. 


One day Adam #2 woke up and found that he was not alo 
accompanied by a woman who sat beside his head. Adam 8 asked 
her: “Who are you?” She replied: “A woman!” He then asked: “For 
what purpose are you created for?” To which she replied: “So you 
could find comfort in me.” 


The angels, who were watching them, asked Adam 8: “What is her 
name?” To which Adam & replied: “She is Hawwa &.” So they 
asked again: “Why Hawwa %?” He s& replied: “Because she was 
created from something living.” 


Allah &, created Hawwa %& from the shortest rib on the left hand 
side of Adam #&, whilst he was asleep. 


Men should ponder upon the creation of Hawwa &. She was 
created from the most upper part of rib, this part happens to be 
crooked and it cannot be straightened, if one tries to straighten the 
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rib they will only succeed in breaking it. Like it is mentioned ina 
hadith of the Prophet Muhammad >: “Enjoin each other to do well 
with women, for they are created out of a rib, and the most crooked 
part of the rib is the upper part. If you try to straighten it you will 
break it; and if you leave it, it will remain crooked. So enjoin each 
other to do good with women.” ' 


The Prophet Muhammad & who is the best of al! creation and the 
best role model, had eleven wives and four daughters, but still he & 
never once hit or beat any one of them. 


Allah & Himself has revealed an entire chapter in the Qur’an which 
is named after women ‘Surah Nisa’a.’ 


Islam raised the status of women like no other religion. There wasa 
time when the world considered women no better than children or 
even slaves. In pre-Islamic days the pagans of Makkah used to bury 
their daughters alive as they saw no benefit in bringing up a 
daughter. Then Allah & sent down His Prophet Muhammad &, to 
teach mankind the right way. These teachings also included treating 
women in an equal manner. Islam gave women the right to inherit; 
inheritance was not given to women in previous generations. As 
soon as a woman becomes a mother she is given a status three 
more times than the father. It is narrated that a man came to the 
Prophet Muhammad # and said, “O Messenger of Allah! Who 
among the people is the most worthy of my good companionship? 
The Prophet Muhammad # said: Your mother. The man said, ‘then 
who? The Prophet Muhammad > said: Your mother. The man 
further asked, ‘then who?’ The Prophet Muhammad >» said: Your 
mother. The man asked again, ‘then who?’ The Prophet Muhammad 
& said: Then your father.’ 


1 Al-Bukhari 
? Bukhari & Muslim 


34 


Allah & has created women so that men can find comfort and love 
inthem, not so that men can mistreat them or harm them in a way 
that the woman eventually considers herself as a person who is 
made just for fulfilling his needs. 


There have been many great women and their contributions 
towards Islam have not gone unnoticed. There are the likes of: 


Khadijah bint Khuwailid .&, the first person to embrace 
Islam, and the first wife of Prophet Muhammad2> and the 
most beloved of them all. She provided the moral, financial, 
and emotional support for Muhammad # when he was 
blessed with prophethood 

Nusaybah bint Ka‘b al-Ansariyah &,, Also known as 
Umm Ammarah, she was a member of the Banu Najjar tribe 
and one of the earliest conv: to Islam in Madinah. As a 
Companion of the Prophet Muhammad, there were many 


Virtues attributed to her. She is most remembered, however, 
for taking part in the Battle of Uhud, in which she carried 
sword and shield and fought against the pagans of Makkah. 
She shielded the Prophet Muhammad #3 from enemies 


during the battle and even sustained several lance and arrow 
wounds, as she cast herself in front of him to protect him. It 
is Said that after she sustained her twelfth wound, she fell 
unconscious and the first question she asked when she 
awoke (a day later in Madinah) was “Did the Prophet & 
Survive?” 

Aisha bint Abi Bakr «:, she was probably the most 
influential women of her time, she is also one of the greatest 
narrators of Hadith. Allah & also revealed an ayah in the 
Qur’an backing up the fact that she did not commit the act 
she was accused of doing, Allah & says: 
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‘Verily, those who accuse chaste women, 
think of anything touching their chastity 


who never even 
and are good 


believers, are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, and 
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for them will be a great torment. 


Many other great women have come into this wo 
behind an extraordinary legacy. We have the like: 


e Aasiya & (the wife of Firawn) 

e Maryam bint Imran & (mother of Isa #2) 
e Fatimah bint Muhammad & 

e Hafsah bint Umar &: 

e Sumayyah bint Khabat & 

e Asma bint Abi Bakr & 


An-Nur:23 
36 


id and have left 
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And “And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradis 
and eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not thi 
tree otherwise you both will be of the Zalimun (unjust 
and wrong-doers)." 

(Al-A’raf: 19) 


Adam & and Hawwa && were enjoyin: stay in paradise, they 
enjoyed every wane ciple and i the dream of all human 
beings. Even though they had all th iries Allah & prohibited 
them to eat from a certain tree. That was the only thing they were 


not allowed to do. 


We do not know exactly which tree it was and what meaning it held, 
Or if it was an apple tree, the Qur’an only states that Allah 

prohibited them from eating from a certain tree. Ibn Katheer 
mentioned in his stories of the Prophets that the tree might have 
been the Tree of Pain or the Tree of Knowledge. Allah knows best. 


When they were told that they are allowed all the pleasures of 
paradise except for that tree, Adam and Hawwa & were obedient 
and avoided the tree, but we have to remember Adam #8 was a 
human just like all of us. He, like us, had the tendency to forget and 
make mistakes and Iblees used this to his advantage. He started 


37 


—-- lt a 


E 58 ol | : 
Mee ON as 2 ISS iad Jr939 ah Sul el | 


j0 bgSa8 § occa ok ee f 


QJ oe 


a 


os ide i egie 235 Ji Gus > ell 


Verily, those who accuse chaste women, who never even 


think of anything touching their chastity and are good And “And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, 
believers, are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter, and and eat thereof as you both wish, but approach not this 
for them will be a great torment.” tree otherwise you both will be of the Zalimun (unjust 
and wrong-doers)." 
Many other great women have come into this wor'd and have left (Al-A’raf: 19) 
behind an extraordinary legacy. We have the likes oF: 
Adam & and Hawwa & were e! 1g their stay in paradise, they 
e Aasiya & (the wife of Firawn) enjoyed every luxury Ree cible's and they lived the dream of all human 
e Maryam bint lmran & (mother of Isa &) beings. Even though they had all these luxuries Allah & prohibited 
e Fatimah bint Muhammad @& them to eat from a certain tree. That was the only thing they were 


¢ Hafsah bint Umar @ not allowed to do. 


e Sumayyah bint Khabat & 


; We do not know exactly which tree it was and what meaning it held, 
e Asma bint Abi Bakr @& 


or if it was an apple tree, the Qur’an only states that Allah 
prohibited them from eating from a certain tree. lbn Katheer 
mentioned in his stories of the Prophets that the tree might have 
been the Tree of Pain or the Tree of Knowledge. Allah knows best. 


When they were told that they are allowed all the pleasures of 
Paradise except for that tree, Adam and Hawwa & were obedient 
and avoided the tree, but we have to remember Adam #8 was a 
human just like all of us. He, like us, had the tendency to forget and 
Se make mistakes and Iblees used this to his advantage. He started 

: An-Nur:23 
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gventually the whispers of Iblees got the better of them and they 
were tempted to eat from the tree. They started plucking its fruits 
says in the Qur'an regarding this: and had finished eating what they picked when suddenly they felt 
their hearts contract and filled with pain, sadness and shame. The 

et od ae atmosphere had changed and in that moment they both realised 


oo bgis 598 ls ey Gu joni ry or that they had been stripped of their clothes. They started collecting 


eae Ree (2 leaves with which t themselves. 
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gst - 
Allah & addressed both Adam x& and Hawwa && saying: 
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Then Shaitan (Satan) whispered suggestions to them & 25 (uolb bay wie {22}5 ys gic L556 ees 3! 


both in order to uncover that which was hidden from 


whispering thoughts to Adam and Hawwa & saying, “Shall | guide 
you to the Tree of Immortality and the External Kingdom.” Allah & 


*G. « 


them of their private parts (before); he said: "Your Lord 23} 52 poled! be pe ees ie op as : o) ils 
did not forbid you this tree save you should become : 
angels or become of the immortals.” c 5 iI 3 oSJg & 9 AS seal Sas: = Isla Jé 
And he [Shaitan (Satan)] swore by Allah to them both aan so) Oe a anaes 
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(saying): “Verily, lam one of the sincere well-wishers fo! —.. ._- OO Ge © 
you both.” 125} 9> ye lying 596 lyid9 Voges ly.s JS 
Adam and Hawwa ®& having heard the whispers of Iblees were in And their Lord called out to them (saying): “Did I not 
two minds. It is in the nature of every human to wish that they live forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily, Shaitan (Satan) 
forever. So they started thinking about eating from the tree and if isan open enemy unto you?" They said: "Our Lord! We 
what Iblees is saying is true, then they along with their children will have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow 
live iver the temptation was there, but then they remembered not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the 
that Allah &had warned them about not going near that tree. So I "(Allah & Cer d 

oe 5 J } 
they both refrained from eating from it. Many years had passed and osers.” (Alla 4) Said: “Get down, one Opvor een 
to the other [i.e. Adam, Hawwa and Shaitan (Satan)]. On 


they carried on enjoying the comforts of paradise. Some narrations 
say Adam & spent one hundred years in paradise, in another 
narration it is said he spent sixty years. 


earth will be a dwelling-place for you and an enjoyment, - 
for a time." 


* Al-A’raf:20-21 
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whispering thoughts to Adam and Hawwa 8 saying, “Shall | guide Eventually the whispers of Iblees got the better of them and they 
you to the Tree of Immortality and the External Kingdom.” Allah & were tempted to eat from the tree. They started plucking its fruits 
says in the Qur'an regarding this: and had finished eating what they picked when suddenly they felt 
their hearts contract and filled with pain, sadness and shame. The 


foo atmosphere had changed and in that moment they both realised 
jo logis 595 le ey Guta SI Loa) er that they had been stripped of their clothes. They started collecting 
he tree leaves with which to cover themselves. 
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Then Shaitan (Satan) whispered suggestions to them oer. aE (: 8 {22}. 
boretek} LL As 
both in order to uncover that which was hidden from 1 )) Ye f oie oe as ae) ol 


them of their private parts (before); he said: "Your Lord {23} 50 pulel ous ae j eee (J piss oJ ils 
did not forbid you this tree save you should become : ee ee oo : 
angels or become of the immortals.” oI G os i gAs jas as ear, ews J& 
And he {Shaitan (Satan)] swore by Allah to them both E Anal 7 Z eer ie 
(saying): “Verily, | am one of the sincere well-wishers for —. _. ie 32 J iS 25 Eis 
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Adam and Hawwa & having heard the whispers of Iblees were in And their Lord called out to them (saying): "Did I not 
two minds. It is in the nature of every human to wish that they live forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily, Shaitan (Satan) 
forever. So they started thinking about eating from the tree and if isan open enemy unto you?" They said: "Our Lord! We 
What Iblees is saying is true, then they along with their children will have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow 
live peer the temptation was there, but then they remembered otupon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the 
that Allah &.had warned them about not going near that tree. So 

losers.” (Allah 4&,) said: "Get down, one of you an enemy 


they both refrained from eating from it. Many years had passed and 
to the other [i.e. Adam, Hawwa and Shaitan (Satan)]. On 


they carried on enjoying the comforts of paradise. Some narrations 
say Adam & spent one hundred years in paradise, in another earth will be a dwelling-place for you and an enjoyment, - 
for a time." 


narration it is said he spent sixty years. 


* Al-A’raf:20-21 
38 39 


He (Allah &) said: “Therein you shall live, and therein 
you shall die, and from it you shall be brought out (i.e. 
resurrected)."' 


Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ibn Abbas said: “Adam x8 descendeg 
at a place called ‘Dihna’ a piece of land between Makkah and Taif,” 
Al-Hassan and Ibn Hatim both said Adam 8 descended to India, 

Hawwa *a to Jeddah (Saudi Arabia) and Iblees to Bodistiman (Iraq). 


We have to understand one thing; Allah 4 already had planned out 
that the human creation would populate the earth. He already knew 
the outcome that Adam & would fail the test. However, Allah & 
gave Adam & a free choice, as He has given to al] human beings to 
choose between right and wrong. 


Umar Ibn Al-Khattab & narrated that the Prophet Viuhammad & 


Said: “Musa & said: My Lord! May / see Adam && who removed us 
and himself from Paradise?’ So Allah & made him see Adam &, and 
he said to him: ‘Are you Adam #2?’ Adam & said: ‘Yes’ Musa & 


said: ‘Were you the one in whom Allah & breathed His spirit, and 
before whom He bowed His angels, and to whom he taught the 
names of all things?’ Adam & answered: ‘Yes.’So Musa *Ziiak said: 
‘What made you remove us and yourself from Paradise?’ Adam & 
said to Musa #8: ‘Who are you?’ He said: ‘1am Musa &.’ Adam & 
Said; ‘So you are Musa % the prophet of the Children of Israel. Were 
you the one Allah & Broke to directly?’ Musa & answered: ‘Yes.’ 
Adam & said: ‘Why do you blame me for a matter which Allah & 
had predestined?” So Muhammad # said twice “Adam 
outclassed Musa &.”” 


* Al-A’raf:22-25 
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BANI ADAM 


Allah & has ordered mankind through the Qur’an. When He wanted 
tocommand the human race he called them by various names such 
as; Bani Adam (children of Adam x2), Dhuriyati Adam (progeny of 
Adam #2) and Insaan (Humans). The use of the phrase ‘Bani Adam’ 
isused in several places in the Qur'an. It has been used to indicate 
certain aspects of a human’s life. 


Allah 2 orders mankind that they should cover themselves 
especially when they pray their Sa/ah or perform other acts of 
ibaadah. Allah & says: 
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Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you 
“0 cover yourselves (screen your private parts, etc.) and 
asan adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that 
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is better. Such are among the proofs of Allah, that they 
may remember (i.e. leave falsehood and follow truth). 0 
Children of Adam! Let not Shaitan (Satan) deceive you, as 
he got your parents [Adam and Hawwa (Eve)] out of 
Paradise, stripping them of their raiment, to show them 
their private parts. Verily, he and his soldiers from the 
jinns or his tribe see you from where you cannot see 
them. Verily, We made the Shayatin (devils) Auliya’ 
(protectors and helpers) for those who believe not.’ 
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0 Children of Adam! Take your adornment (»y wearing 
your clean clothes), while praying and going round 
(Tawaf) the Ka‘bah, and eat and drink but waste not by 
extravagance, certainly He (Allah &) likes not Al- 
Musrifun (those who waste by extravagance) 


In the above mentioned verses Allah & tell us the importance of 
covering ourselves. In Pre-Islamic days, the pagans used to do 
Tawaof (circulate) of the Ka’bah without any clothing. !t is only until 
Makkah was conquered that the Prophet Muhammad “» prohibited 
people performing Tawaaf naked. Allah & tells us to wear good 
cloths and to adorn ourselves with cloths that have been prescribed 
to us by Him and His Prophet. Muhammad > has reported to have 


* Al-A’raf:26 — 27 
 Al-A’raf:31 
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gid: Allah & is beautiful and He loves beauty.” Nevertheless, men 


should not dress up like women and vice-versa. 


One of the other blessings bestowed upon us is the provision and 
sustenance that Allah 4 has given to us. For example, the air we 
breathe, the food we eat and the water we drink, are all blessings 
bestowed upon us. However, Allah & has made some permissible to 
eat and others prohibited. It is a test from Him to see how much we 
willisten to his commandments after everything He has blessed us 
with. The Prophet Muhammad > has said: “Halal is clear and 
Haraam is clear. Between them /ays doubtful things. Many people 
donot Know whether it is permissible or not. Whoever leaves out 
these doubtful things in order to protect his religion and honour then 
heissafe. Whoever indulges in these doubtful matters it is very 
possible that he will fall into haraam. Similar to a person who grazes 
hisanimals near the royal pasture it is very possible that he will one 
day graze in the royal pasture. Behold! Every king has a royal 

pasture and the royal pasture of Allah &, is those things which have 
been made impermissible.” 


lblees led Adam and Hawwa #2 to eat from a tree that was made 
haraam on them and it resulted in them being driven out of 
Paradise. SO we Can only imagine what will happen to us if were to 
g0 against the commandments of Allah &. May Allah & give us all 
the ability to repent for all our sins. Ameen! 


Inmany places in the Qur’an Allah & has mentioned how much of 
an open enemy /biees is to us and he only does what he does so that 
We may accompany him into the hellfire. May Allah & protect us All. 


‘Sahih Muslim 911 
*Tirmidhi 1205 
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Allah & says: 
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Did I not ordain for you, O Children of Adam, that you 
should not Orley Shaitan (Satan). Verily, he is a plain 
enemy to you.’ 


Another blessing bestowed on mankind is that Allah & has created 
us all on Fitrah (born with an inclination towards the oneness of 
Allah %). The Prophet #> said: “No child is born except on the fitrah 
and then his parents make him Jewish, Christian or Viagian 
(Zoroastrian), as an animal produces a perfect younc 
see any part of its body amputated?"”. 


animal: do you 


Allah & mentions the story in the Qur'an when he took us all out 
from the loins of Adam and asked us if He was our Lord. 
Altogether we confirmed it in the affirmative. That day no one 
denied that Allah 4 was the one and only true God. Since that time 
every human has been born with an inclination towards Allah 


a 
* Ya-sin:60 
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And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from 
the Children of Adam, nom their loins, their seed (or 
from Adam 2 loin his offspring) and made them testify 
as to themselves (sayi ng): “Am I not your Lord?" They 
said; Yes! We testify," lest you should say on the Day of 
Resurrection: "Verily, we have been unaware of this.”’ 


AShumans it is in our nature to sin day and night. To the extent that 
many have been pee uces= and have died in their arrogance. 
However, Allah 2 is not an oppressor and He gives everyone a 
chance to be guided to the truth even if they acquire faith in Allah 

% on his death bed. Many incidents have occurred where people 
have brought Jmaan in Allah &, in their final moments. So it is clear 
from this that as long as you are alive, Allah & has given you the 
chance to be guided to the truth. He sent many Messengers and 
Prophets to help and show mankind the truth and our rights 
towards Him. As for the ummah of Muhammad #:, we have the 
Quran and the Sunnah. As long as we hold firm onto them we will — 
by the will of Allah 4, — always be on the straight path. Paradise is 


*AL-A’raf:172 
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the reward for their obedience and they will never have any regrets; 
not in this life or in the hereafter. 
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O Children of Adam! If there come to you Messengers 
from amongst you, reciting to you, My verses, then 
whosoever becomes pious and righteous, on them shall be 
no fear, nor shall they grieve.’ 


Lastly, all the children of Adam & have been blessed. Some have 
been granted more than others. Some have been biessed with 
wealth, mansions, cars and the most beautiful of wives. Some were 
blessed in religious ways as those who taught the books of Allah &, 


those who taught the sayings of the Prophet @; and those whom 


Allah & had granted the highest level of Taqwa (piety/fear of Allah 
&). 

Those who were blessed with Prophethood are the ones greatly 
favored by Allah &. Muhammad & was the most blessed from all of 


the prophets and the entire mankind. Allah & mentions in the 
Qur’an some of those children who were blessed. 


* Al-A’raf:35 
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Those were they unto whom Allah & bestowed His Grace 
from among the Prophets, of the offspring of Adam, and 
ofthose whom We carried (in the ship) with Nuh (Noah), 
and of the offspring of !brahim (Abraham) and Israel and 
from among those whom We guided and chose. When the 
Verses of the Most Beneficent (Allah &) were recited unto 
them, they fell down prostrating and weeping.’ 


inthis chapter of the Qur’an Allah & talks about the blessed 
Prophets starting with Zakariya »& and finishing with Idrees &. They 
are the children of Adam x& whom Allah & blessed with 
prophethood. He then goes onto mention those children, who 
embarked the ship of Nuh #8, then the children of Ibrahim &8, then 
the children of Yaqub x2 and finally those children whom He guided 
towards Islam. 


One of the most illustrious stories of Bani Adam is that of Adam & 
first two sons Habil and Qabil. 


*Maryam:58 
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Habil and Qabil 
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And (0 Muhammad >) recite to them (the Jews) the 
story of the two sons of Adam [Habil and Qabil] in truth; 
when each offered a sacrifice (to Allah &,), it was 
accepted from the one but not from the other. The latter 
(Qabil) said to the former (Habil): "J will surely kill you." 
The former (Habil) said: “Verily, Allah accepts only from 
those who are Al-Muttaqun. If you do stretch your hand 
against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand 
against you to kill you, for I fear Allah; the Lord of the 
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| then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, and that is 
§ therecompense of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong- 


} brother. He (Qabil) said: "Woe to me! Am I not even able 


Alamin (mankind, jinns, and all that exists). Verily, I 
intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours, 


doers). So the Nafs (self) of the other (latter one) 
encouraged him and made fair-seeming to him the 
murder of his brother; he murdered him and became 
one of the losers. Then Allah sent a crow who scratched 
the ground to show him to hide the dead body of his 


tobe as this crow and to hide the dead body of my 
brother?” Then he became one of those who regretted. 


(Al-Mai’idah:27-31) 


After Adam #2 was sent to earth he was full of guilt and remorse of 
theact he had committed, along with that he was no longer with his 
partner and wife Hawwa &. After many long nights of seeking 
forgiveness, Allah 2, finally reunited Adam x& with Hawwa &. 


Consequently they both started making a living on the earth. They 
had to provide for themselves, fight wild beasts, and make their 

own shelter. They had many other responsibilities too. It was in this 
period when Hawwa #2 gave birth to twins, a boy and a girl. The 
boys name was Qabil; his twin sister was of a rare beauty. Allah & 
had bestowed her with an amazing glow of beauty. Weeks went by 
and Allah 2, granted Hawwa %& another set of twins, the boys name 
Was Habil. His twin sister was not as good looking as the former. 


Hawwa #2 did not go through the full 9 months pregnancy period; 
father after she became pregnant she would give birth within 
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weeks. This was through the wisdom of Allah & that He did not 
make her go through the full pregnancy period. 


Years went on and the boys used to play with each other and learn 
the names of things from their father and mother. They were taught 
all the good and bad, all the harmful and unharmful things; they 
were taught by their parents the same way Allah & had once taught 
them. The boys then eventually reached an age where they had to 
provide for the family. Qabil helped the family by growing crops and 
Habil, on the other hand, used to tend sheep. 


Finally the time came when both the boys needed life partners. 
Thus Allah & instructed Adam & that he should marry each son to 
the twin sister of the other (Qabil to marry Habil’s twin sister and 
Habil to marry Qabil’s twin sister). One may think, how can a 
brother marry his sister? At that time, when only one set of parents 
was available and it became necessary for this type of marriage to 
occur; besides Allah & had commanded it and we do not question 
Allah & authority when He commands us to do something. 


When Qabil heard what Allah & had decided for them, he was 
displeased with His decision due to the fact his own sister was a 
great deal more beautiful than Habil’s. Iblees finally got the chance 
he was waiting for; he saw how Qabil was annoyed at Allah & 
decision. He took this opportunity and whispered thoughts into 
Qabil’s mind. Iblees put many thoughts into his head and he began 
to think that his father was favoring Habil and that his father loved 
Habil more. Qabil was not ready to accept what Allah 2s, had 
ordered him to do. Instead his affection and love for his brother was 
slowly turning into hatred and jealousy. 


Adam & was mindful of what was playing up inside Qabil’s head. He 
turned to his Lord and asked Him for guidance. Adam 2 did not 
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want his two beloved children to become enemies of each other; he 
didnot Want one to be responsible for the death of the other as this 
would have an effect on generations to come. Allah &, revealed to 
Adam =2 to order his sons to offer a sacrifice to Allah & and he 


Whose offering was accepted would have right on his side. He & 


also instructed Adam » that they should place their offerings at a 
certain place. 


Adam s gathered both his boys and told them what Allah & had 
ordered them to do. Upon telling them, he left for Makkah. 


Habil, without any hesitation, offered his best lamb for the pleasure 
ofAllah 4, whereas Qabil put forward the worst grain and crops 
possible. He was not ready to accept any of Allah & commands at 
thisstage. He never understood the fact that in order to gain Allah 
® pleasure and happiness, he had to obey Him. 


Afew days later Adam *& returned from Makkah and told his sons 
that Allah 2 had accepted Habil’s offering and not Qabil’s. This only 
made matters worse for Qabil. He was infuriated as he could see his 
hopes of marrying his own twin sister fade away. He threatened his 
brother by saying “/ will kil] you! | refuse to see you happy while | 
remain unhappy!” 


The events that happened on that day saddened Habil deeply, for 
he loved his brother and never wanted to become enemies with 
him. Habil could also see that Qabil was led astray and that his 
abode would be hellfire. Habil tried to talk matters out with his 
brother, but to no success. Qabil was too hard at heart to listen to 
any of his brother’s advice. Every time Habil tried to confront Qabil, 
matters were only made worse. 
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After a great deal of time the whispers of Iblees eventually got the 
better of Qabil. In a rage he picked up a rock and walked towards 
where Habil was working. He crept up from behind Habil’s back and 
was about to strike him with a rock, when suddenly Habil sensed the 
presence of another person. Upon turning around he was shocked 
to see his brother staring at him with a rock in his hand. Qabil’s eyes 
were filled with anger and rage. Habil, amazed at what he was 
seeing, asked his brother what the matter was. Qabil in return said: 


He (Qabil) said: “J will surely kill you."! 


Habil knew that Iblees had got the better of his brother and no 
matter what Habil did or said it was not going to have an effect on 
Qabil. If Habil wanted he could have confronted his brother, for he 
was much stronger built than Qabil. Instead he still tried to calm his 
brother down, even though he knew that Qabil was not going to 
listen. He said: 
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"Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are AL 
Muttaqun. If you do stretch your hand against me to kill 
me, I shall never stretch my hand against you to kill you, 


* Al-Ma’idah:27 


Dear atch; the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns, 
“and all that exists).”' 
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~ Oabil had heard just about enough. At that moment of anger he 

: Mhrew the rock with such force that it hit Habil in the head instantly 
“iling him. May Allah have mercy on Habil, for he showed one of 

- the best examples of patience and endurance and may Allah protect 
nis from becoming like Qabil, who even when the truth was said to 
aa disobeyed the commandments of Allah. This was the first 
death and the first criminal act committed by man on earth. 


- Iblees, who has seen all that had happened, rushed to Hawwa & 
"and said to her, “O Hawwa! Qabil killed Habil.” She said “Woe to 
you! What does ‘kill’ mean?” He said “He will no longer eat, drink or 
"move." She said “Is that death?” He said “Yes it is.” She started to 
weep. Adam & saw her weeping and asked her as to why she was 

fl Mdoing so. She never replied. He asked her another two times and 

~ still she carried on weeping ai = never gave him an answer. Adam & 
then said, “You and your daug ghiter s will inherit weeping, while | and 
my sons are free of it (weeping). 


)Qabil was shocked and confused at the same time. He, at first, 
thought that Habil was just acting like he had died but slowly it 
became clear to him that indeed he had killed his brother. He reall 
) Wanted to hide his sin but did not know what to do with his 

) brother's body. He carried it for days and days not knowing what to 
) do with it. Questions were started to be asked at home of the 

) Whereabouts of Habil. Finally, Adam x asked Qabil about his 

) brother. Qabil replied insolently, “| am neither his keeper nor his 
protector!” Adam x& realized that Habil was no longer in this world 


and that Qabil was responsible for his death. 
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One day when Qabil was near his brothers body thinking about 
what to do with it, Allah & through his infinite wisdom and mercy, 
sent down two crows. They started fighting in front of Qabil and one 
crow killed the other. The victor took the body of the dead crow and 
covered it’s body with the soil of the earth. Qabil was humbled and 
ashamed by this and he exclaimed: 


cuz9 <6 2+ =e < Dp OD apse nS aN oer 
Wiis es G55! of Speci GLs L JG 
He [Qabil] said, “Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as 
this crow and to hide the dead body of my brother?" 


He buried his brother at a foot of a hill. In that time, he often 
regretted what he had done and would admit that Habil was a good 
person. Then Iblees would whisper to him and trick him into 
believing that whatever he had done was right. Qabil, both angry 
and confused, knew he could never go home again and face his 
father or mother. So he took his sister and left home for good. 


Adam 8 was grieved by the loss of both his sons. One was dead and 
Iblees had won over the other. He loved them both dearly but there 
was nothing he could do except pray to Allah & to make him 
stronger and to guide Qabil. 


Many stories have emerged about what happened to Qabil. Some 
say he departed to Yemen and took his sister with him, who bore 
him many children. Who eventually turned into numerous tribes. 
Others say he became so misguided that he ended up inventing 
things which Allah & disliked such as musical instruments. Various 


* Al-Ma’idah:31 
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narrations state that he was killed by his own children, the same 
way he had killed his brother, when he had come of old age. 


None of these stories have any evidence behind them so all we cai 
say is Allah knows best how true these stories are. 
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One day when Qabil was near his brothers body thinking about 
what to do with it, Allah & through his infinite wisdom and mercy, 
sent down two crows. They started fighting in front of Qabil and one 
crow killed the other. The victor took the body of the dead crow and 
covered it’s body with the soil of the earth. Qabil was humbled and 
ashamed by this and he exclaimed: 
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He [Qabil] said, “Woe to me! Am I! not even able to be as 
this crow and to hide the dead body of my brother?" 


He buried his brother at a foot of a hill. In that time, he often 
regretted what he had done and would admit that Habil was a good 
person. Then Iblees would whisper to him and trick him into 
believing that whatever he had done was right. Qabil, both angry 
and confused, knew he could never go home again and face his 
father or mother. So he took his sister and left home for good. 


Adam 2 was grieved by the loss of both his sons. One was dead and 
Iblees had won over the other. He loved them both dearly but there 
was nothing he could do except pray to Allah 4 to make him 


stronger and to guide Qabil. 


Many stories have emerged about what happened to Qabil. Some 
say he departed to Yemen and took his sister with him, who bore 
him many children. Who eventually turned into numerous tribes. 
Others say he became so misguided that he ended up inventing 
things which Allah & disliked such as musical instruments. Various 
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narrations state that he was killed by his own children, the same 
way he had killed his brother, when he had come of old age. 


None of these stories have any evidence behind them so all we can 
say is Allah knows best how true these stories are. 
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Adam * had lived many years on earth. He was granted a life of a 
thousand years, but when he had reached the age of 960 the angels 
of death came to him. He was surprised to see them and told them 
that he still had another forty years to live. The angels reminded him 
of the day when Allah & had rubbed his back and every soul to be 
created by Allah & to the day of Resurrection came forth. Allah & 
had created a light between the eyes of each person. Then Allah & 
had presented all the souls before Adam ®&. He asked Allah &,, 
“Who are these people?” Allah & replied,” These are your 
descendants.” Then Adam * saw one person amongst them whose 


light he liked the most. He again asked Allah &, “Oh my Lord! Who 
is this?” Allah & replied, “He is one from the last nations of your 
progeny, his name is Dawood #2. Adam & asked, “What is his life 
span?” Allah & replied, “Sixty years.” Adam & finally Oh my 
Lord. Give him forty years from my life.” ' When the finished 


telling Adam & why his life was cut forty years short 1 not 
accept that he made such a request to Allah &. 


Many years later, Muhammad @ said: “Adam denie: 
children of Adam deny, Adam forgot and his children f 
made mistakes and his children make mistakes.” 


t; Adam 


iiidren how to 


Adam # left this world in peace. He had taught his c 
son Sheeth # 


live on the earth along with how to obey Allah &.. His 
succeeded him and took responsibility of prophethood 


* At-Tirmidhi 
? At-Tirmidhi 
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that he still had another forty years to live. The angels reminded him Muhsin Khan) 
of the day when Allah & had rubbed his back and every soul to be Be Sshih Al Bukhari 
created by Allah & to the day of Resurrection came forth. Allah & 
had created a light between the eyes of each person. Then Allah & ¢ = Sahih Muslim 
had presented all the souls before Adam 8. He asked Allah &, ® Jami at- Tirmidhi 
Mt P od cf > ”) 4 a 
Who are these people?” Allah & replied,” These are your A Riyadh us Saliheen 


descendants.” Then Adam & saw one person amongst them whose 
light he liked the most. He again asked Allah &, “Oh my Lord! Who 
is this?” Allah & replied, “He is one from the last nations of your 
progeny, his name is Dawood &. Adam = asked, “What is his life 
span?” Allah & replied, “Sixty years.” Adam & finally said, “Oh my 
Lord. Give him forty years from my life.” ' When the ange's finished 
telling Adam & why his life was cut forty years short, he did not 
accept that he made such a request to Allah &. 


Many years later, Muhammad # said: “Adam denied so the 
children of Adam deny, Adam forgot and his children forget; Adam 
made mistakes and his children make mistakes.”* 


Adam & left this world in peace. He had taught his children how to 
live on the earth along with how to obey Allah &. His son Sheeth & 
succeeded him and took responsibility of prophethood. 
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Adam & had lived many years on earth. He was granted a life of a 
thousand years, but when he had reached the age of 960 the angels 
of death came to him. He was surprised to see them and told them 
that he still had another forty years to live. The angels reminded him 
of the day when Allah & had rubbed his back and every soul to be 
created by Allah & to the day of Resurrection came forth. Allah & 
had created a light between the eyes of each person. Then Allah & 
had presented all the souls before Adam &. He asked Allah &, 
“Who are these people?” Allah & replied,” These are your 
descendants.” Then Adam & saw one person amongst them whose 
light he liked the most. He again asked Allah &, “Oh my Lord! Who 
is this?” Allah & replied, “He is one from the last nations of your 
progeny, his name is Dawood x2. Adam & asked, “What is his life 
span?’ Allah & replied, “Sixty years.” Adam & finally said, “Oh my 
Lord. Give him forty years from my life.” ' When the ange's finished 
telling Adam & why his life was cut forty years short, he did not 
accept that he made such a request to Allah &. 
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Many years later, Muhammad & said: “Adam denied so the 
children of Adam deny, Adam forgot and his children forget; Adam 
made mistakes and his children make mistakes.” 


Adam = left this world in peace. He had taught his children how to 
live on the earth along with how to obey Allah &. His son Sheeth @ 
succeeded him and took responsibility of prophethood. 
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An insight into the glorious life of the First Man 
ever to be created, the Father of Mankind, 
Prophet of Allah j¢se Sayyidina Adam 
Learn the true values and principles by looking 
into the life of this great Prophet of Allah jcc 
A guide for the whole of Mankind who love to 
learn about the beginning of Creation. 


